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departed. Will you book accommoda-
tions on the earliest train for home?"

"I have already seen to that, high-
ness," said Gourou calmly. "We leave
at 6 this evening. Count Quinnox has
wired the prime minister that you will
arrive in Edelweiss at 3 tomorrow aft-
ernoon, God willing."

"Tou knew iub.1 she had gone?"
"I happened to be in the Nordbahn-ho- f

when she boarded the train at
midnight," replied the baron, un
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I sShe faced Bobin coplly.j "It will be
"Ticessary to abandon our little lunch-
eon for tomorrow. I am sorry. Still
1r Totten Informs me that he will be
Jn "Vienna shortly. The pleasure is
merely postponed."

"Are you In earnest about this trip
by motor tomorrow morning V de-
manded Robin i darkly. "You Barelycannot be" '

. - - .....
iI am very much in earnest," she
Said decisively. "Goodness, I know I

, shall not sleep a wink tonight."
"Nor I," said Robin gloomily. Sud-

denly big face lightened. A wild, reck-l3-t
gleam shot Into his eyes, and, to

their amazement, he banged the table
faith his fist. "By Jove, I know what I

- hall do. I'll go with you!"-- '"Nor cried Bedelia, aghast. "I I
canno, permit it, Mr. Schmidt. Can't
you, understand? Ton you are the
man with whom I am supposed to be
carrying on atrociously."
t, "Well, I can tell you flatly Just what
I intend to do," said he, setting his
jaws. :1 shall hire another car and
keep you in sight every foot of the
way. Where you go, I go."

"Do you. mean ltT she cried, a new
thrill in her voice. , .

"I Intend to see you every day," he
declared, "from now till the end of

"Really, Mr. Schmidt, you"
"If there is one thing I despise be

yond all reason, Bedalia, it is the
name of 'Schmidt!' I; wish you
wouldn't call me by that name."

"I 'can't Just call you smiste, she
demurred.

"Call me Rex for the present," said
he.""I will supply you with a better
one later on." I

. - "May I ball him Rex?" she inquiredof her companion. '

"In moderatian," said Mrs. Gaston.
, "Very well, then Rex, I have changed
tny mind. I shall not motor since you
Insist upon risking your neck in pur
suit pf me. I shall go by train in the
morning. We will be in Vienna in
two days. There I shall say goodbyto you,'; for I am ? going to Graustark,
the new Blithers estate. Surely you
will not follow me there." ;

J !

"Ton Hare very much mistaken. I
shall be there as Boon as you and I
shall stay Just , as long, provided Mr.
Blither . has no objections," said
Robin, with more calmness than he
had hoped to display in the face of her
sudden thrust. '

Mr. William W. Blithers arrived In
Edelweiss, the capital of Graustark, on
the. same day that the prince returned
from hl3 tour of the world. ;As & mat-
ter of fact, he traveled by special train
fend feeat the-- prince home by the mat-
ter of three hours. The procession of
troopa, headed by tie Royal Castle
guard, it -- was announced, would pass
the historic Hotel Regengetz at 5 in
the", afternoon,- - - so - Mr. Blithers had
front seats on the extension porch fac-
ing the platz. . ;

, ; ;

He- - had lost no time in. his dash
across the continent. In the first
place, his agents in Paris made; it
quite -- clear to him that there was
likely 'to be "ructions" in Graustark
over the loan and the prospect of a
plebeian, princess being seated on the
the throne whether the people liked it
or not,, and in the second place Maud
Applegate had left a note on his desk
In the- - Paris offices, coolly informing
him that she was likely to turn up in
Edelweiss 'almost as soon as be. She
added an annoying postscript. She.
said she was curious to see what sort
of a place It was that he had been
wasting his money, on. ..'

To . say that he was put out by
Maud's aggravating behavior would
be '

stating the case with excessive
gentleness. He was furious. He sent
for. the head of the detective agency
and gave - him a, blowing up that --he
was never to forget. It appears that
the detectives had . followed a false
lead and had been fooled by the wary

'Maud in a most humiliating manner.
They '"hadn't the - remotest notion
where she was and evinced great sur-
prise "when Informed in a voice loud
enough to be heard a half block away
that she was on her way to Graustark.

- Then he dragged Mrs. Blithers off
to the- Gare do l'Este and took the ex-

press to Vienna. He would see to the
loan first and to Maud afterward.
'...Going back; a day or two, it becomes
necessary to report that while in Vi-
enna the perverse Bedelia played a
shabby trick on the Infatuated Robin.
She stole away front the Bristol In the
middle of the night and was halfway
to the Graustark frontier before " he
was aware of her flight She left a
note for him in which- - she said:"

Forgive me- - for running- - vray like this.
It is for the best. I miurt have m. few daysto myself, dear friend days for sober re-
flection uninfluenced by the presence of a
natural enemy to composure. And so I ana
leaving you In this oowavdly, gracelessfashion. Do tot think ill of me. I give
you my solemn promise that is a few days
I.- .shell let you know1 where I may be jKvon ,
tben I may not be fully convinced in my
own mind that our adventure has reached
fta climax. You have said that you would
accompany me to Graustark. I am leav-
ing tonight for that country, where I shall
remain in seclusion for a few days before
acquainting you with my future plans. It
is not my intention to stop in Edelweiss
pt present. The newspapers proclaim a
suite of unrest there over the earning visit
of Mr. Blithers and the return of the
prince, both of whom are very much in
the public eye just now. I prefer the quiet
of the country to the excitement of the
city-- so I shall seek soma remote villageand give myself,up to shall I say prayer-
ful meditation T Selieve me, dear Hex tat
be vour most devoted though whfmslcal -

' BEOEtU.- -

, CHAPTER XVIIU ,
Mr. Blithers In Graustark.

upon receiving her
fMMEDIATEL"? sent for Quinnox

who were stopping
at a hotel nearby.

"I am ready to proceed to Edelweiss,
iny friends." said ho. "Mias Guile has
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SHORT TRIPS TO THE
TROPIC

BERMUDA, NASSAU
AND CUBA

Of all the tropical spots to which one
may turn for health or to escape this
severe weather, these ore the most
easily accessible.

The cost of a trip to any of these
points is very nominal. Call on ns or
telephone ns for further particulars.
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RHEUMATISM
MEDICINE FREE

"We want the name of every person
everywhere who is suffering with
rheumatism, so we can send him a
free sample bottle of Hill's Rheumatic
Remedy. We don't care how long or
how severe he has had it, as there are
very few cases that have not yielded
and been thoroughly cured with it. It
works at once. In twenty-fou- r hours
it' stops the pain. Don't take our word
for It test it at our expense. This is
not a new untried thing. For twenty- -
five years it has been regarded by
physicians as practically the only cer-
tain treatment for this terrible di-
sease.
Over 10,000 Testimonials Like These:

Mr. E. M. Ehlers, Sect'y. Grand Lodge
of Masons of New York City, writes
that, "Although a sufferer from rheu-
matism for many years two doses
stopped all pain and one bottle cured
me."

Mr. A. Goldman, Victoria, Texas,
says: "I am very well pleased with
your medicine; am recommending It
very highly. It has done more for me
than anything I have ever tried."

Marshall F. W. Geraty. of 70 Man-
hattan St., New York, says: "I have
suffered with rheumatism for many .

years, have tried almost every known
remedy but got no relief or cure until
I took yours. In forty-eig- ht hours I
was entirely cured and free from all
pain. I send this unsolicted."

Rill's Rheumatic Remedy Is on sale
at most drug stores at $1.00 per bot-
tle. One bottle generally effects a
complete cure. Call or send for free
sample bottle and booklet at once.
There is no greater service you can
perform for humanity than to tell anyrheumatic sufferer about this wonder-
ful preparation. Address: Hill Medi-
cine Co.. 117 East 34th St., New York,
N. T.
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moved.
The prince was thoughtful, his brow

clouding with a troubled frown.
suppose I shall now have to face my
people with the confession that will
confirm their wqrst fears. I may as
weir say to you, my friends, that
mean to uiaite ner my wire even
though it costs me my kingdom. Do
you think they will accept her as as
their princess ?" cried Robin hopefully."I submit that it will first be neces
sary for you to Induce Miss Guile to
accept you as her prince," said Gou-
rou mildly. "That doesn't appear to
be settled at present."n look, aiarm. wnat do you
mean? Tour remark has a sinister
sound, Has anything transpired to"

Bhe has disappeared, highness,
quite effectually. That is all that
can say," said Gourou, and Robin was
conscious of a sudden chill and the
rush of .cold moisture to his brow.
"But let us prepare to confront an
even more substantial condition. A
prospective father In law is descend
ing upon our land. He is groping in
the dark, and he is angry. He has
lost a .daughter somewhere In the
wilds' of Europe, and he realizes that
he cannot hope to become the grand
father of princes unless he can pro-
duce' a mother for them. ; At present
he seems to be desperate. Have
told you that he was in this city last
night? He arrived at the Bristol a
few hours prior to the significant de
parture of Miss Guile. Moreover, he
has chartered a special train and is
leaving today for- - Edelweiss. Count
Quinnox has taken the precaution to
advise the prime minister of his ap
proach and has impressed upon, him
the importance of decrying any. sort
of popular demonstration against him
on his arrival. ', Romano reports that
the people are In ' an" angry mood
would suggest that you prepare, in a
way, to placate them, now that Miss
Guile has dropped out of sight.

It must not be supposed for an In
stant that the city of Edelweiss and
the court of Graustark were unimpress
ed by the swift, approach and abruptarrival --of : Mr Blithers.- - His comme
had been heralded for days in advance.
The city was rudely expectant, the
court uneasy.

When the special train puiled into
the station Mr. Blithers turned to his
wife and said: '

,

Cheer up, Lou. This isn't a fu
neral." - -

"But there is quite a mob out there,"
she said, peering through the car win-
dow. "How can we be sure that theyaxe friendly?"

"Don't you worry," said Mr. Blithers
confidently. -- "They are not likely-t-
throw rocks at the goose that laysthe golden, egg."

The crowd was big, immobSe. surly.It lined the sidewalks in the vicinity
of the station, and stared with curi
ous, half closed . eyes at the portly
capitalist and his party, which, by the
way; was rendered somewhat impos
ing in size by augmentation : in the
shape of lawyers from Paris and Lon-
don, clerks and stenographers from
the Paris office, to say nothing of a
lady's' maid, a valet, a private secre-
tary and a doctor. M

He was - somewhat amazed and dis
gruntled by the absence of silk hat
ambassadors from the - castle, with
words of welcome for him on his ar-
rival There was a plentiful supply
of policemen, but no cabinet ministers.
He was en the point of censuring his
secretary for not making it clear to
the government that he was due to
arrive at such and such an hour and
minute when a dapper young man in.
uniform he couldn't tell whether he
was a patrolman or a captain came
up and saluted. ,'

"I am William W. Blithers," said the
multimillionaire sharply.

"I am an official guide and inter-
preter, sir," announced the young
man suavely.

"Not necessary not. necessary at
all," exploded Mr. Blithers. "Any one
desiring to speak to me will have to
do It in English."' He then marched
out to the carriages.

He was in some doubt at first, but
as his carriage passed swiftly be-
tween the staring ranks on the side-
walks he began to doff his hat and
bow to the right and left. His smiles
were returned by the multitude, wnd-s-

his progress was more or less of a
triumph after all.

At the Regengetz he found addi- -
tional cause for . irritation. No one
was there to receive him except the
ingratiating manager of the estab-
lishment.

The manager rubbed his hands and
smiled. "This is one of our gala days,
Mr. Blithers. Tou could not have ar-
rived ' at a time more opportune. I
have taken the precaution to reserve
chairs for you on the veranda. The
procession will pass directly in front
of the hotel on its way to Castle ave-
nue.

"What procession?", demanded Mr.
Blithers.

"The prince is returning today
from his trip around the world," said
the manager.

"He ought to have been back long
ago," said Mr. Blithers wrathfully
and mopped his brow with a hand
rendered unsteady by a mental con-
vulsion. He was thinking of his hat
lifting experience.

True to schedule, the procession
parsed the hotel at 6. j
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Max Ams Machine Co.
' '
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BRIDGEPORT, : : : : CONN.

Dr.ANDREW M EWING
Specialist on genlto-tu-lnax- y, throat,
nose, skin, chronic and nervous dis-
eases of men. - Office hours: 10 a.
m. to 8 p. m. dally; lo a. m. to 1
p. xn Sundays and holidays.
15 Fairfield Ave., Bridgeport. Com.
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v j
CHICHESTER SPIEIiS

BRAND. CT7"S4. I1 J Ask your DmKKlst for A
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BRIDGEPORT LINE
TO
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. STEAMER MAINE
Leave Bridgeport, Pequonnock

Wharf, foot of Union Street, dally
except Saturday, at 12 night. .Re-
turning, leaves New T"ork daily, ex-

cept Sunday, Pier 27 E. R , n A.M.,foot of East 2 2 nd Street 11:15 A.M.
Duo Bridgeport 8:30 JP. M.

J. H. OOSGRIFF, AgentThe New England Steamship Go.

Feel Young Again
CEIUILAX (The Certified

Laxative).
.Beware of the habit ef constipation.

Coax the overworked bowel muscles
back to normal action with CKRTI-LA- X,

"tlie certain laxative." It la the
favorite prescription of an eminent
New fork City specialist, selected by
five hundred physicians, who have
tried out thousands of laxatives and
decided upon CERTILAX as the best.
They believe In gentleness, persisten-
cy, and Nature's assistance. CE2RTI-LtA- X

opens the bowels; their action
is gentle yet positive, never accom-
panied by griping or pain. One at
Bight will give positive relief. CBit-T1LA- X

IS FOR SALE AT ALL DKUU
STORES, or will be sent direct upon
receipt of price. CUKTS CHEMICAL

O., 117 E. 24th St.. NEW YORK.
PRICE, 10c. 25c. 60c One at night
makes you right.

FtJTVERATj DESIGNS AND
BOUQUETS

JOHN RECK & SON.

"Welcome ' home I Welcome I Hur.
rah!"

far from immaculate conception in
straw; instead of a glittering uni
form he wore a suit of blue serge and
a peculiarly American tie of crimson
hue. He looked more like a popular
athlete returning from conquests
abroad than a prince of ancient line
age. But the crowd cheered itself
hoarse over this bright faced young-
ster who rode by in a coach of gold
and brandished a singularly unregal
chapeau.

His alert eyes were searching the
srowd along the street, in the bal
conies, and windows with an eager
intensity. 'He was looking for the
sweet familiar face of the loveliest
girl on earth. If she were there he
wondered what her thoughts might
be on beholding the humble R.
Schmidt in the role of a royal prince
receiving the laudations of the lov
ing multitude!

massing tne .Regengetz, his eyes
swept the rows of cheering people
banked upon its wide terrace and
verandas. He' saw Mr. and Mrs.
Blithars well down in front, and for
a second his heart seemed to stand
still. Would she be with them? It was
with a distinct sense of relief that he
realized that she was not with the
smiling Americans.. ,

Mr. Blithers waved his hat and. in
stead of shouting the incomprehen
sible greeting of the native specta-
tors, called out la vociferous tones:.

"Welcome - home !. Welcome ! - Hur
rah!" ';

' -

Oh, what a remarkably handsome.
manly boy he is, Will," sighed Mrs.
Blithers.

Mr. Blithers nodded his head
proudly. "He certainly, is. I'll bet
my head that Maud is crazy about
him already. She can't help it, Lou.
That trip on the Jupitei: was a god
send. We'll have plain sailing from
now on, Lou."

Mr. Blithers indeed experienced
plain sailing for the ensuing twenty
hours. It was not until Just before he
set forth at 2 the next afternoon to
attend by special appointment a
meeting of the cabinet in the council
chamber at the castle that ho en-
countered the first symptom of
squalls ahead. , . '

He had sent his secretary, to the
castle with a brief note suggesting
an. early conference. It naturally
would be of an informal character, as
there was no present business before
them. The contracts had already
been signed by the government and
by his authorized- agents. So far as
the loan was concerned there was
nothing more to be said. ,

There- - was a distinct cloud on the
financial horizon, however, a vague
shadow at present, but prophetic of
storm. It was perfectly clear to the
nobles that when these bonds ma-
tured Mr. Blithers would be In a po
sition to exact payment, and as they
matured in , twelve yjsars from date
he was likely to be pretty much alive
and kicking when the hour of reck-
oning arrived.

Mr. Blithers was in the mood to be
amiable. He anticipated considerable
pleasure in visiting the ancient halls
of his prospective grandchildren.

The first shock to the placidity of
Mr. Blithers came with the brief note
in reply to his request for an infor-
mal conference. The lord chamber
lain curtly informed him that the
cabinet would be in session at 2 and
would be pleased to grant him an au-
dience of half an hour, depending on
his .promptness in appearing. .

jur. anthers was not used to being
granted audiences. He consoled him
self, however, with the thought that ,

matters would not always be as they
were at present.-- - There would be a
decided change of tune later on.

It would be folly to undertake the
depiction of Mr. Blithers' first Im-

pressions, of the castle and its glo
ries. To begin with, he lost no small
amount of his assurance when he
discovered that the great gates in the
wall surrounding the park were
guarded by resplendent dragoons who
demanded his "pass." After the offi
cer in charge had Inspected the lord
chamberlain's card as if he had never
seen one before, he ceremoniously in
dicated to a warden that the gates
were to be opened. There was a great
tanking of chains, the drawing of

iron bolts, the whirl of a windlass.
and the ponderous gates swung slow
ly ajar.

(To Be Continued.)

Repairs on ships in the Mare Island
Navy Yard are being- rushed in anti-
cipation of the ordering of the Pacific
fleet, now at San. Diego, to Mexico.

FUNERAL DESIGNS AND
BOUQUETS

JOHN RECK & SON.

INTERNATIONAL
EGG LAYING CONTEST

The hens in the laying contest at
Storrs have apparently decided that
the time for action is at hand, as they
produced during- the eighteenth week
3,432 eggs or 411 more than for the
preceding week. Not only this, but
on Sunday, March 5, they made a new
daily record for the present contest
by laying 524 eggs. There were four
instances during the Week in which
all 10 hens in a pen laid the same day.

A Unique feature of the week's pro
duction was the laying of two abnorm
ally large eggs. Up to the present
week the largest egg produced in any
of the contests at Storrs weighed 2 6

hundredths of a pound. On Wednes
day a. Rhode Island Red belonging to
Fatherland Farm, of Byfleld, Mass.,
laid an egg which weighed 37 hun
dredths of a pound or almost exactly
six ounces. The following day a Black
Leghorn owned by Jonathan Collin-so- n

laid an egg weighing 31 hun-
dredths of a pound or five ounces.

At this eason of the year, when we
are about ready to hatch the chicks
for next winter's layers, it is well to
consider some of the problems in
volved and to lay our plans deeply and
well for a thorough season's work.
Upon our ability to hatch and rear
strong, healthy, vigorous chicks will
depend, in a large measure, the
amount of Income from eggs next fall
and winter.

The first point to consider is the
health and vigor of the parent stock,
and this far outweighs every other
consideration. We must be sure that
the birds whose eggs are to be hatched
have not suffered from any heritable
disease. Having strong birds, the
only things necessary to keep them so
are eood housing and good feed, along
with good Judgment on the part of
the breeder.

In selecting eggs tor hatching it is
important to choose only those which
it is desired for the pullets tne ioi- -
lowing year to produce as regards
size, shape and color. There is a
strong tendency for a pullet to lay
eggs of very nearly the same size,

ffVinT fl.st the eere: from
which Whe herself was hatched. It is

- i : rt mloa Vl CJOl 1 Tl f ITfl.lllfimucu caoici lv ".'-- ' o
of the product by Improving the
quality than by increasing the quantity

and, therefore, uniformity of size.
shape, and color of hatching eggs is
very important.

Obed G. Knight's pen or wnite
Wvandottes from Bridgeton, t. i.,
which two weeks ago made a high
mark for weekly production, repeated
the performance and bettered their
record by one egg, making a total ox

5 eggs for the week. P. W. Backus
White Wyandottes from Chatham,
Ontario, were 'second with 53 eggs,
and A. B. Brundage's pen of Rhode
Island Reds from Danbury, were
third, with 50 eggs to their credit..

The three best pens in each or tne
principal breeds are as follows:

I'ly month Rocks.
Jules F. Francais, (Barred) W.

Hampton Beach, T. I. 61 3

Holliston Hill Poultry Farm,
(White) Holliston, Mass. ..... 457

Branford Farms, (White) Cro- -
a rr rw

ton. Conn -

Wyandottes.
Tom Barron, (White) Catforth,

England ; 705
Obed G. Knight, (White) Bridge- -

ton, R. I 678
P. W. Backus, (White) Chatham,

Ontario 602
Rhode Island Reds.

Jacob E. Jansen, North Haven . . 590
A. W. Rumery, Danville N. H. 585
Hillview Poultry Farm, St. Al

bans, Vt. 572
White Ijeghorns.

Will Barron, Bartle. Preston,
England 589

Tom Barron, Catforth, Preston,
England 526

Frank R. Hancock, Jacksonville,
Vt 472

Miscellaneous.
Oregon Agricultural College (Ore- -

gons), Corvallis, Ore 440
J. Collinson. (Blackhorns) Barn- -

acre, Garstang, England...... 427
Claude Clinton, (Mottled An--

conas) Red Hook, N. T. , . . 404

The Superior War Council of the
Allies met In Paris.

Is effective In treatingunnatural disoBrg"i.
poinles&Bon-peiGttoa- t
kna will net trietnra
Haltevee in 1 to 5 dayb.

?areel 5"tBt it desired &rtee S4, or 3 bottles 2.75.
riTparea vr

."MB EVANS CHEMICAL, CO., CINCINNATI, O.


